
Short Synopsis 
 
During the demonstration of a new escape trick, a magic shop owner and a customer 
get stuck together through mysterious and comical means. 
 
 

Long Synopsis 
 

Push and Turn is a comedic short film that takes place in a magic shop. It shows how a 
simple magic trick gone wrong can have both disastrous and hilarious results. 
 
The film starts with the store owner (Jeff) demonstrating magic tricks to a customer 
(Warren). Jeff shows Warren his newest trick: A Siberian Thumbcuff Escape. After 
locking Warren into the thumbcuffs Jeff realizes the keys are missing. He is forced to 
reveal the secret of the trick and locks himself into a second pair of thumbcuffs to 
demonstrate the escape. 
 
Jeff explains that the secret to unlocking the cuffs is to “push and turn”… at least in 
theory. Jeff’s cuffs don’t open, and he’s also trapped. The situation further complicates 
itself when Jeff and Warren’s arms accidentally (and magically) become linked together. 
 
Gary, another magician, tries to help but ends up locking himself into a third pair of 
thumbcuffs. He goes out to his car to get a hacksaw after all three realize they have no 
other means of escape. While waiting for Gary, Jeff and Warren become linked to a pipe 
on the wall through a further magical mishap. Likewise, Gary has become magically 
linked to his car’s steering wheel. 
 
Back in the store, things take a turn for the worse when a customer takes advantage of 
Jeff’s incapacitation and empties the cash register. 
 
After they manage to dial 911, Jeff and Warren are finally saved by firemen who cut 
them free. Police officers take their statements regarding the robbery, and Jeff is 
eventually left alone in the store. Gary finally returns, and triumphantly tells Jeff that he 
figured out the trick. It’s not “push and turn” it’s “pull and twist!” 
 
After Gary leaves, Jeff closely examines the thumbcuffs. Foolishly, he locks himself back 
in and tries the “pull and twist” technique. It doesn’t work. Jeff struggles with the cuffs, 
and we cut to black as soon as it’s apparent that he’s stuck again. 
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pitched The Prize at the 2006 Reel World Film Festival, where it was selected as the 
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